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1. Introduction
The Network Code on Cybersecurity (NCCS, Regulation (EU) 2024/1366) entered into force on 13 June 2024. Following the entry into force of the NCCS, the Network Code on Cybersecurity European Stakeholder Committee (NCCS ESC) was established by ACER, in close cooperation with ENTSO-E and the EU DSO Entity, to support the implementation of the NCCS and to facilitate structured stakeholder engagement.
As part of the NCCS ESC, ACER has established a Subgroup on Risk Assessments (RA Subgroup) pursuant to Article 4(1) of the NCCS ESC Terms of Reference (NCCS ESC ToR). Having particular regard to Article 1 and Article 4 of the NCCS ESC ToR, the RA Subgroup shall serve as a dedicated platform for stakeholder engagement on the establishment and implementation of obligations with relevance for risk assessments and related reporting under the NCCS, as well as other related topics.
2. Scope of the group 
ACER hereby designates ENTSO-E and the EU DSO Entity to jointly lead the RA Subgroup, as a subgroup of the NCCS ESC, pursuant to the action agreed in the first plenary meeting of the Cybersecurity ESC. The RA Subgroup aims to complement, and not to replace, the legal obligations of stakeholder consultation and information that may be included in the NCCS during the implementation period.
On ACER’s request or otherwise in agreement with ACER, the RA Subgroup shall produce deliverables with relevance for Article 1(1) of the NCCS ESC ToR.
In particular, the scope of the RA Subgroup is to support the interpretation and implementation of the provisions set out in Chapter II “Risk Assessment and Identification of the Relevant Cybersecurity Risks” and Chapter III “Common Electricity Cybersecurity Framework” of the NCCS. Chapter II and III are covered in the same subgroup because the Common Electricity Cybersecurity Framework is derived from the risks assessed during the various risk assessments in scope of the NCCS. As part of the functions described in the preceding sentence, the RA Subgroup shall constitute a platform for discussing with the ESC Members the terms, conditions, methodologies and plans relevant to the scope of the RA Subgroup, as well as other related topics.
3. Role, responsibilities and working arrangements
All RA Subgroup Members commit to:
· ensuring high quality of the RA Subgroup’s work through active and timely participation;
· liaising with the ESC Members to inform on the NCCS implementation and represent their views; and
· sharing any relevant issues and concerns early on, while respecting the processes for the implementation of the NCCS as set up by the Member States, regulatory authorities and other designated entities.
ENTSO-E and EU DSO Entity commit to:
· leading and being responsible for the RA Subgroup deliverables with relevance for Article 1(1) of the NCCS ESC ToR that are established pursuant to ACER’s request or otherwise in agreement with ACER;
· reporting to the NCCS ESC and to ACER pursuant to Article 4(4) of the NCCS ESC ToR;
· chairing all meetings in a neutral way; 
· ensuring coordination with the Cybersecurity ESC; 
· organising the meetings; 
· preparing meeting conclusions with main action points: issues and actions logs.
4. Validity of information
All deliverables of the RA Subgroup shall be based on the information and circumstances known to its members, including the ENTSO-E and the EU DSO entity, at the time of their preparation. Changes in circumstances or the availability of new information may result in subsequent positions that differ from those set out in the RA Subgroup’s deliverables.
5. Frequency of meetings
The group will meet on an as needed basis. As a general rule, the RA Subgroup will meet two to three times per year.
6. Membership
Any NCCS ESC Member may become a member of the RA Subgroup. The European Commission may choose to attend as observer.
